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What’s Included: Research Paper Template
If you’re preparing to write an academic research paper, our free research paper template is the perfect starting point. In the template, we cover every section step by step, with clear, straightforward explanations and examples .
The template’s structure is based on the tried and trusted best-practice format for formal academic research papers. The template structure reflects the overall research process, ensuring your paper will have a smooth, logical flow from chapter to chapter.
The research paper template covers the following core sections:
	The title page/cover page
	Abstract (sometimes also called the executive summary)
	Section 1: Introduction 
	Section 2: Literature review 
	Section 3: Methodology
	Section 4: Findings /results
	Section 5: Discussion
	Section 6: Conclusion
	Reference list

Each section is explained in plain, straightforward language , followed by an overview of the key elements that you need to cover within each section. We’ve also included links to free resources to help you understand how to write each section.
The cleanly formatted Google Doc can be downloaded as a fully editable MS Word Document (DOCX format), so you can use it as-is or convert it to LaTeX.
FAQs: Research Paper Template
What format is the template (doc, pdf, ppt, etc.).
The research paper template is provided as a Google Doc. You can download it in MS Word format or make a copy to your Google Drive. You’re also welcome to convert it to whatever format works best for you, such as LaTeX or PDF.
What types of research papers can this template be used for?
The template follows the standard best-practice structure for formal academic research papers, so it is suitable for the vast majority of degrees, particularly those within the sciences.
Some universities may have some additional requirements, but these are typically minor, with the core structure remaining the same. Therefore, it’s always a good idea to double-check your university’s requirements before you finalise your structure.
Is this template for an undergrad, Masters or PhD-level research paper?
This template can be used for a research paper at any level of study. It may be slight overkill for an undergraduate-level study, but it certainly won’t be missing anything.
How long should my research paper be?
This depends entirely on your university’s specific requirements, so it’s best to check with them. We include generic word count ranges for each section within the template, but these are purely indicative. 
What about the research proposal?
If you’re still working on your research proposal, we’ve got a template for that here .
We’ve also got loads of proposal-related guides and videos over on the Grad Coach blog .
How do I write a literature review?
We have a wealth of free resources on the Grad Coach Blog that unpack how to write a literature review from scratch. You can check out the literature review section of the blog here.
How do I create a research methodology?
We have a wealth of free resources on the Grad Coach Blog that unpack research methodology, both qualitative and quantitative. You can check out the methodology section of the blog here.
Can I share this research paper template with my friends/colleagues?
Yes, you’re welcome to share this template. If you want to post about it on your blog or social media, all we ask is that you reference this page as your source.
Can Grad Coach help me with my research paper?
Within the template, you’ll find plain-language explanations of each section, which should give you a fair amount of guidance. However, you’re also welcome to consider our private coaching services .

Have a language expert improve your writing
Run a free plagiarism check in 10 minutes, generate accurate citations for free.
	Knowledge Base
	Research paper

How to Create a Structured Research Paper Outline | Example
Published on August 7, 2022 by Courtney Gahan . Revised on August 15, 2023.

A research paper outline is a useful tool to aid in the writing process , providing a structure to follow with all information to be included in the paper clearly organized.
A quality outline can make writing your research paper more efficient by helping to:
	Organize your thoughts
	Understand the flow of information and how ideas are related
	Ensure nothing is forgotten

A research paper outline can also give your teacher an early idea of the final product.
Instantly correct all language mistakes in your text
Upload your document to correct all your mistakes in minutes

Table of contents
Research paper outline example, how to write a research paper outline, formatting your research paper outline, language in research paper outlines.
	Definition of measles
	Rise in cases in recent years in places the disease was previously eliminated or had very low rates of infection
	Figures: Number of cases per year on average, number in recent years. Relate to immunization
	Symptoms and timeframes of disease
	Risk of fatality, including statistics
	How measles is spread
	Immunization procedures in different regions
	Different regions, focusing on the arguments from those against immunization
	Immunization figures in affected regions
	High number of cases in non-immunizing regions
	Illnesses that can result from measles virus
	Fatal cases of other illnesses after patient contracted measles
	Summary of arguments of different groups
	Summary of figures and relationship with recent immunization debate
	Which side of the argument appears to be correct?

Scribbr Citation Checker New
The AI-powered Citation Checker helps you avoid common mistakes such as:
	Missing commas and periods
	Incorrect usage of “et al.”
	Ampersands (&) in narrative citations
	Missing reference entries


Follow these steps to start your research paper outline:
	Decide on the subject of the paper
	Write down all the ideas you want to include or discuss
	Organize related ideas into sub-groups
	Arrange your ideas into a hierarchy: What should the reader learn first? What is most important? Which idea will help end your paper most effectively?
	Create headings and subheadings that are effective
	Format the outline in either alphanumeric, full-sentence or decimal format

There are three different kinds of research paper outline: alphanumeric, full-sentence and decimal outlines. The differences relate to formatting and style of writing.
	Alphanumeric
	Full-sentence

An alphanumeric outline is most commonly used. It uses Roman numerals, capitalized letters, arabic numerals, lowercase letters to organize the flow of information. Text is written with short notes rather than full sentences.
	Sub-point of sub-point 1

Essentially the same as the alphanumeric outline, but with the text written in full sentences rather than short points.
	Additional sub-point to conclude discussion of point of evidence introduced in point A

A decimal outline is similar in format to the alphanumeric outline, but with a different numbering system: 1, 1.1, 1.2, etc. Text is written as short notes rather than full sentences.
	1.1.1 Sub-point of first point
	1.1.2 Sub-point of first point
	1.2 Second point

To write an effective research paper outline, it is important to pay attention to language. This is especially important if it is one you will show to your teacher or be assessed on.
There are four main considerations: parallelism, coordination, subordination and division.
Parallelism: Be consistent with grammatical form
Parallel structure or parallelism is the repetition of a particular grammatical form within a sentence, or in this case, between points and sub-points. This simply means that if the first point is a verb , the sub-point should also be a verb.
Example of parallelism:
	Include different regions, focusing on the different arguments from those against immunization

Coordination: Be aware of each point’s weight
Your chosen subheadings should hold the same significance as each other, as should all first sub-points, secondary sub-points, and so on.
Example of coordination:
	Include immunization figures in affected regions
	Illnesses that can result from the measles virus

Subordination: Work from general to specific
Subordination refers to the separation of general points from specific. Your main headings should be quite general, and each level of sub-point should become more specific.
Example of subordination:
Division: break information into sub-points.
Your headings should be divided into two or more subsections. There is no limit to how many subsections you can include under each heading, but keep in mind that the information will be structured into a paragraph during the writing stage, so you should not go overboard with the number of sub-points.
Ready to start writing or looking for guidance on a different step in the process? Read our step-by-step guide on how to write a research paper .
Cite this Scribbr article
If you want to cite this source, you can copy and paste the citation or click the “Cite this Scribbr article” button to automatically add the citation to our free Citation Generator.
Gahan, C. (2023, August 15). How to Create a Structured Research Paper Outline | Example. Scribbr. Retrieved February 19, 2024, from https://www.scribbr.com/research-paper/outline/
Is this article helpful?

Courtney Gahan
Other students also liked, research paper format | apa, mla, & chicago templates, writing a research paper introduction | step-by-step guide, writing a research paper conclusion | step-by-step guide, what is your plagiarism score.
	How to write a research paper

How to write a research paper.
A big paper can seem tough, but anyone can write one with these steps.
Explore Acrobat

JUMP TO SECTION

What is a research paper?
Make research papers sharable as PDFs
Steps for writing a research paper
Citations and style for research papers
Research paper basics
	Carry out research on a specific topic and interpret what that research means.
	Divide your paper up into an introduction, literature review, methods, results, and a discussion or conclusion.
	List every source you use in your paper in a bibliography or throughout your writing using footnotes or parentheses.

A research paper is a piece of academic writing based on independent research that also provides analysis and interpretation of that research. Research papers are particularly important to graduate students , but students at all levels of education will have to write one at some point, whether it’s for high school, college, or even middle school.
Research can mean many different things. It can mean designing and carrying out an experiment, reviewing the literature of a given topic, or conducting interviews. It can also be a deep dive into a literary source or piece of art or a thorough examination of a historical time period or event.
Make research papers sharable as PDFs.
Once you’ve completed your research paper, it’s time to share your knowledge with professors, colleagues, advisors, and the wider world. One great way to do that is by converting it to PDF .
PDFs are readable on just about any device and always look the same no matter what you open them on. That way, if your academic advisor is reading your findings on a phone or tablet, they’ll still see any important graphs, photos, graphics, or other elements that are essential to your paper. It’s also a great way for your academic advisors to leave comments and provide their thoughts on your work.
Steps for writing a research paper.
Research papers are big undertakings, but like all large tasks they can be broken down into smaller, more manageable pieces.
Understand expectations.
There are many different kinds of research paper, and the first step to writing a good one is understanding the expectations of your academic discipline. Know what your teacher, instructor, or professor is looking for when you start. Familiarize yourself with the citation style your field uses (more on that below) as well as formatting process and how long your paper needs to be. Research papers can vary in length a great deal. They can be as short as 2,000 words, or as long as 10,000 words.
Choose a topic and thesis statement.
Your topic should be something that interests you. Research papers can be very labor-intensive, and your topic will live in your brain for a long time while you’re working on it. Choose something you’ll enjoy investigating.
Your research paper should have a clearly defined thesis statement. That is, a primary idea or claim that you’re trying to prove or disprove with your work. You should clearly state your thesis statement in the first part of your paper.

Conduct original research.
Research papers can draw on three types of sources: primary, secondary, and tertiary. Primary and secondary sources are far more important than tertiary sources, so most of your work should focus on those.
1. Primary sources
Primary sources include original research (like interviews or experiments you conduct), research-based journal articles, or government reports. If you’re studying history, primary sources include documents like newspapers and personal journals from the time period you’re examining. If you’re studying art or literature, the works you’re examining are primary sources. Primary sources are good sources of facts and insight, and you should focus on them when writing your research paper.
2. Secondary sources
Secondary sources are works intended to distill or discuss research or academic works. Textbooks or research reviews, literary criticism or reviews of journal articles, or critiques of research or methods are all secondary sources. Secondary sources are a good place to see what the scholarly consensus is around a topic, and you should cite them as a way of demonstrating what other researchers have said about your topic.
3. Tertiary sources
Tertiary sources are, for the most part, intended for a wider audience. Encyclopedias, dictionaries, Wikipedia, and books written for a nonacademic audience are all tertiary sources. Generally, you shouldn’t cite tertiary sources in a research paper, unless you want to demonstrate what a nonacademic audience might think about a topic. No serious academic, though, is going to cite Wikipedia or Encyclopedia Britannica as a source of facts.
Write your paper.
Once you’ve completed your research, it’s time to actually write your paper. Research papers usually consist of the following, though structure can vary depending on your area of study.
1. Introduction
Your introduction should outline the what, why, and how of your research paper. This is where you posit a hypothesis or thesis statement, ask questions, and summarize how you plan to answer or solve that question. Set up how you’re going to explore the space around your research question, why it’s important, and give a brief introduction to how you’re going to answer it.
2. Literature review
A good research paper delves into the work other people have done to answer questions similar to yours. Include credible sources like journal articles and academic publications related to your field of study. All sources should be properly cited according to whatever citation style you’re using, whether you’re citing them directly or paraphrasing them.
This is where you talk about how you did your research and what exactly it entailed. If you did an experiment, talk about the equipment you used, how long it took, and the details of everything that went into it. Your teacher, instructor, or professor is going to review your work, and there should be enough information in your methods section for them to replicate your research.
The results section is where you state the payoff of your academic research and show what you found using your research methods.
5. Discussion and conclusion
The last section of your research paper should distill your results into an answer. Or, if you had negative results, clearly state that you were not able to find an answer. Negative results are still results, after all. Whatever you found, zoom out and give a big picture view of your main points and takeaways. This is also the place for your own ideas or speculations about what your results could mean.
The discussion section is also where you provide recommendations about what to do next. Every answer raises more questions. Even negative results let you rule out a potential path of inquiry, which clarifies where to look next.

Citations and style for research papers.
Research paper writing is all about documentation and adhering to a given style of academic writing. As you’re doing your research, keep track of every source that you pull information from. Organize it so you can easily cite it later. The writing process for a research paper can sometimes feel rote or routine, but it’s important for you to communicate where you’re getting your information and how you know what you know.
Cite every source you use.
Citing sources consists of listing the source of your information either within the text of your paper in footnotes or parentheses or in a bibliography at the end of your paper, depending on the style you’re following. It’s one of the most important parts of the writing process. If you don’t cite your sources in the right way, you might open yourself up to accusations of plagiarism .
Use the right style guide.
Your teachers, professors, or advisors will usually ask you to adhere to a specific kind of style for your research paper. These styles differ mostly in how they format citations, page numbers, headings, and other details.
	Chicago style The Chicago Manual of Style is the preferred format for much of the arts, history, and business.
	Modern Library Association style (MLA) English majors, theater students, and other humanities majors usually write in MLA style.
	American Psychology Association (APA) The APA stylebook is the guiding light for psychology, education, and sciences.

Keep exploring
https://main--dc--adobecom.hlx.page/dc-shared/fragments/seo-articles/seo-caas-collection
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EU AI Act: first regulation on artificial intelligence
The use of artificial intelligence in the EU will be regulated by the AI Act, the world’s first comprehensive AI law. Find out how it will protect you.

As part of its digital strategy , the EU wants to regulate artificial intelligence (AI) to ensure better conditions for the development and use of this innovative technology. AI can create many benefits , such as better healthcare; safer and cleaner transport; more efficient manufacturing; and cheaper and more sustainable energy.
In April 2021, the European Commission proposed the first EU regulatory framework for AI. It says that AI systems that can be used in different applications are analysed and classified according to the risk they pose to users. The different risk levels will mean more or less regulation. Once approved, these will be the world’s first rules on AI.
Learn more about what artificial intelligence is and how it is used
What Parliament wants in AI legislation
Parliament’s priority is to make sure that AI systems used in the EU are safe, transparent, traceable, non-discriminatory and environmentally friendly. AI systems should be overseen by people, rather than by automation, to prevent harmful outcomes.
Parliament also wants to establish a technology-neutral, uniform definition for AI that could be applied to future AI systems.
Learn more about Parliament’s work on AI and its vision for AI’s future
AI Act: different rules for different risk levels
The new rules establish obligations for providers and users depending on the level of risk from artificial intelligence. While many AI systems pose minimal risk, they need to be assessed.
Unacceptable risk
Unacceptable risk AI systems are systems considered a threat to people and will be banned. They include:
	Cognitive behavioural manipulation of people or specific vulnerable groups: for example voice-activated toys that encourage dangerous behaviour in children
	Social scoring: classifying people based on behaviour, socio-economic status or personal characteristics
	Biometric identification and categorisation of people
	Real-time and remote biometric identification systems, such as facial recognition

Some exceptions may be allowed for law enforcement purposes. “Real-time” remote biometric identification systems will be allowed in a limited number of serious cases, while “post” remote biometric identification systems, where identification occurs after a significant delay, will be allowed to prosecute serious crimes and only after court approval.
AI systems that negatively affect safety or fundamental rights will be considered high risk and will be divided into two categories:
1) AI systems that are used in products falling under the EU’s product safety legislation . This includes toys, aviation, cars, medical devices and lifts.
2) AI systems falling into specific areas that will have to be registered in an EU database:
	Management and operation of critical infrastructure
	Education and vocational training
	Employment, worker management and access to self-employment
	Access to and enjoyment of essential private services and public services and benefits
	Law enforcement
	Migration, asylum and border control management
	Assistance in legal interpretation and application of the law.

All high-risk AI systems will be assessed before being put on the market and also throughout their lifecycle.
General purpose and generative AI
Generative AI, like ChatGPT, would have to comply with transparency requirements:
	Disclosing that the content was generated by AI
	Designing the model to prevent it from generating illegal content
	Publishing summaries of copyrighted data used for training

High-impact general-purpose AI models that might pose systemic risk, such as the more advanced AI model GPT-4, would have to undergo thorough evaluations and any serious incidents would have to be reported to the European Commission.
Limited risk
Limited risk AI systems should comply with minimal transparency requirements that would allow users to make informed decisions. After interacting with the applications, the user can then decide whether they want to continue using it. Users should be made aware when they are interacting with AI. This includes AI systems that generate or manipulate image, audio or video content, for example deepfakes.
On December 9 2023, Parliament reached a provisional agreement with the Council on the AI act . The agreed text will now have to be formally adopted by both Parliament and Council to become EU law. Before all MEPs have their say on the agreement, Parliament’s internal market and civil liberties committees will vote on it.
More on the EU’s digital measures
	Cryptocurrency dangers and the benefits of EU legislation
	Fighting cybercrime: new EU cybersecurity laws explained
	Boosting data sharing in the EU: what are the benefits?
	EU Digital Markets Act and Digital Services Act
	Five ways the European Parliament wants to protect online gamers
	Artificial Intelligence Act

Related articles
Digital transformation in the eu, share this article on:.
	Sign up for mail updates
	PDF version

This section features overview and background articles for the general public. Press releases and materials for news media are available in the news section .
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	PDF HOW TO WRITE AN EFFECTIVE RESEARCH PAPER
First draft Structure of a scientific paper Selecting a journal Submission Revision and galley proof Disclaimer: The suggestions and remarks in this presentation are based on personal research experience. Research practices and approaches vary. Exercise your own judgment regarding the suitability of the content. - Kamat Getting ready with data




	PDF Ten Steps for Writing Research Papers
Step 1: Select a subject Step 2: Narrow the topic Step 3: State the tentative objective (or thesis) Step 4: Form a preliminary bibliography Step 5: Prepare a working outline Step 6: Start taking notes Step 7: Outline the paper Step 8: Write a rough draft Step 9: Edit your paper Step 10: Write the final draft




	How to Write a Research Paper
Knowledge Base Research paper How to Write a Research Paper | A Beginner's Guide A research paper is a piece of academic writing that provides analysis, interpretation, and argument based on in-depth independent research.




	PDF Student Paper Setup Guide, APA Style 7th Edition
Indent the first line of every paragraph of text 0.5 in. using the tab key or the paragraph-formatting function of your word-processing program. Page numbers: Put a page number in the top right corner of every page, including the title page or cover page, which is page 1. Student papers do not require a running head on any page.




	PDF 6 Simple Steps for Writing a Research Paper
Six Simple Steps for Writing a Research Paper Sometimes the most difficult part of writing a research Paper paper is just getting it started. Contained in this packet, you will find a list of six steps that will aid you in the research paper writing process.




	PDF The Structure of an Academic Paper
An apparent problem or paradox An intriguing anecdote, quote, or observation The 'so what': Why is this important? After you've hooked your readers, keep them by presenting your thesis clearly and persuasively. Set the context of your paper, situating your topic in the context of other research in the field.




	PDF How to Write a Good Research Paper
3 or 4 data sets per figure; well-selected scales; appropriate axis label size; symbols clear to read; data sets easily distinguishable. Each photograph must have a scale marker of professional quality in a corner. Use color ONLY when necessary. Color must be visible and distinguishable when printed in black & white.




	PDF How to write a research paper
1. Introduction Generally speaking, when we write about our research, we are making a contribution to the scientific community and disseminating the results of our findings in scientific articles.




	PDF How to Write Your First Research Paper
1. SCHeDuLe YOuR WRITIng TIMe In OuTLOOk. Whether you have written 100 papers or you are struggling with your first, starting the process is the most difficult part unless you have a rigid writing schedule. Writing is hard. It is a very difficult process of in-tense concentration and brain work.




	PDF How to Write and Publish a Scientiﬁc Paper
of the research; and additional material on international aspects of scientiﬁc writing. ... 978-1-107-67074-7 - How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper: Seventh Edition Robert A. Day and Barbara Gastel Frontmatter More information. Contents xi Presentation of the Paper 174 Slides 175




	Writing a Research Paper Introduction
Step 1: Introduce your topic Step 2: Describe the background Step 3: Establish your research problem Step 4: Specify your objective (s) Step 5: Map out your paper Research paper introduction examples Frequently asked questions about the research paper introduction Step 1: Introduce your topic




	PDF Formatting a Research Paper
Begin your text on a new, double-spaced line after the title, indenting the first line of the paragraph half an inch from the left margin. Fig. 1. The top of the first page of a research paper. research paper does not normally need a title page, but if the paper is a group project, create




	PDF Methodology Section for Research Papers
Written by Mario John Chris Methodology Section for Research Papers The methodology section of your paper describes how your research was conducted. This information allows readers to check whether your approach is accurate and dependable. A good methodology can help increase the reader's trust in your findings.




	PDF How to Write a Paper
This brief manual gives guidance in writing a paper about your research. Most of the advice applies equally to your thesis or to. writing a research proposal. The content of the paper reflects the kind of work you have done: experimental, theoretical, computational. I have used, as a model, a typical Materials project: one combining experiment ...




	PDF How to write and publish a paper
Report results fully & honestly, as pre-specified. Text (story), Tables (evidence), Figures (highlights) Report primary outcomes first. Give confidence intervals for main results. Report essential summary statistics. Leave out non-essential tables and figures; these can be included as supplementary files. Don't start discussion here.




	How to write an academic research paper
Restate the thesis, summarize everything you have presented, take a clear stance on the topic, and provide a final insight or suggestions for further research. 7. Revise, edit, and proofread. This three-part step is a crucial part of the writing process. It starts at the global level.




	Free Research Paper Template (Word Doc & PDF)
If you're preparing to write an academic research paper, our free research paper template is the perfect starting point. In the template, we cover every section step by step, with clear, straightforward explanations and examples.. The template's structure is based on the tried and trusted best-practice format for formal academic research papers. The template structure reflects the overall ...




	PDF HOW TO WRITE A RESEARCH PAPER
Use 4X6 or 5X8 note cards. Write in ink to prevent blurring. Each card should contain only one point related to your outline. Each card should be labeled with a brief title related to your outline. Cite the source of reference-author, page number, abbreviation of title from bibliography card.




	How to Create a Structured Research Paper Outline
How to write a research paper outline. Follow these steps to start your research paper outline: Decide on the subject of the paper. Write down all the ideas you want to include or discuss. Organize related ideas into sub-groups.




	How to write a research paper
Research paper basics. Carry out research on a specific topic and interpret what that research means. Divide your paper up into an introduction, literature review, methods, results, and a discussion or conclusion. List every source you use in your paper in a bibliography or throughout your writing using footnotes or parentheses.




	(Pdf) a Guide to Research Writing
The guidebook is mainly intended to serve scholars when compiling assignments on research studies and teachers who teach research writing at their schools, colleges, and universities. The book is ...




	PDF How to Write a Research Paper
Narrow the topic -Research the topic. Use the information to narrow the focus of your paper. Take a position on the topic - Take a side and clearly identify your position in your thesis statement. Use specific language - You want your reader to know exactly what you mean.




	(PDF) Writing A Research Paper: A Guide
Writing A Research Paper: A Guide Authors: Laxmi Shrestha Universal College of Medical Sciences Bishal Joshi Universal College of Medical Sciences Anand Kumar Abstract and Figures...




	(PDF) How to Write a Research Paper
Authors: Debasish Biswas Ramnagar College Abstract RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (MENTORING AND WRITING GUIDANCE) Discover the world's research Content uploaded by Debasish Biswas Author content...




	EU AI Act: first regulation on artificial intelligence
As part of its digital strategy, the EU wants to regulate artificial intelligence (AI) to ensure better conditions for the development and use of this innovative technology. AI can create many benefits, such as better healthcare; safer and cleaner transport; more efficient manufacturing; and cheaper and more sustainable energy.. In April 2021, the European Commission proposed the first EU ...
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